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Welcome Ceremony:  
 

Magistrates Shane Elliott  
Megan Power  

Stephanie Gallagher  
John McInnes 

Janice Crawford  
Bevan Hughes  

 
 

Tuesday, 24 August 2021, 9 am 

Brisbane Magistrates Court 

Courtroom 17, Lvl 4 Law Courts Building 

 

 May it please the Court.   

 

 I am delighted to be here today, on behalf of the 

solicitors of Queensland, to welcome six new 

Magistrates. 

 

 As a community, we ask a lot of the Magistrates 

Court.  

 

 It is charged with delivering justice according to law, 

throughout our large decentralised state.  Its wide 

geographic reach is the most comprehensive of our 
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Courts, and the scope of its subject matter is equally 

wide.  

 

 It is a very busy Court, and the public interest in its 

work is keen.  

 
 But even more importantly, most people who have 

any personal experience of the justice system gain 

that experience in the Magistrates Court.   

 
 Consequently, it is the Court that most influences the 

Community’s perception of the state of our justice 

system.   

 
 In no small way, the  responsibility for ensuring that 

the public has confidence in our system of justice and 

indeed, the rule of law, rests on the shoulders of our 

Magistrates.    

 

 On most days, today is of course an exception, few 

people come to Court willingly.  And unlike today, 

which is an occasion for celebration, on most days 

coming to Court is one of the most stressful life 

experiences a person will face.  
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 Magistrates must not just ensure that justice is done 

according to law, your Honours are responsible for 

ensuring that it is seen to be done – so that whether 

or not a person appearing in your Court achieves the 

outcome they were hoping for, they leave your Court 

knowing that they received equal treatment and that 

they were heard.  

 
 It is very heartening, to be here on an occasion when 

so many capable lawyers take on this solemn 

responsibility.  

 

 You each have careers of significant achievement. 

 
 Magistrate Elliot, the Queensland Law Society is 

proud to number you among our accredited specialists 

in criminal law.  This accreditation is awarded only to 

those who demonstrate mastery of their practice area.  

We are also grateful for your contribution as a member 

of our Criminal Law Committee.   Your extensive 

experience will serve you well in your new role on the 

bench in one of our more remote courts at Charleville.  
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 Magistrate Power, the variety of roles you have held in 

your twenty year career at Legal Aid Queensland 

gives you a wide and deep knowledge of all aspects of 

the criminal justice system, from duty lawyer to the 

High Court of Australia.   Apart from your legal 

expertise, you are also known for the unfailing respect 

and courtesy with which you treat colleagues and 

clients alike. While the Court, and the Far North 

Queensland Community, will be enriched by your 

addition, I know your loss will be keenly felt at Legal 

Aid Queensland.  

 

 Magistrate Gallagher, you have worked in both 

branches of the profession over a career of 30 years.  

Your breadth of experience, encompasses not just 

legal practice, but academia and important roles on 

medical ethics committees and in the regulation of 

health practitioners.  Your deep expertise in matters 

where law and medicine intersect, will be invaluable 

as you take up your role as Coroner.  The Queensland 

community, particularly those who have suffered the 

loss of a loved one, will be very well served.   
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 Magistrate McInnes, it is not quite 36 years since you 

joined the Public Defender’s Office as a law clerk.  By 

the time you were admitted as a barrister ten years 

later, that fine institution had become part of Legal Aid 

Queensland.  In the decades since, you have become 

a Legal Aid institution in your own right.   Your 

dedication to the justice system, through the defence 

of the most disadvantaged, and often the most reviled, 

in our community, is unmatched.  You are well known 

to the legal profession in Bundaberg because of your 

circuit work, and will be warmly welcomed there.  I 

fear, however, Herschel Street will never be the same.  

 
 Magistrate Crawford, your experience at the bar builds 

on your clinical experience in nursing, including mental 

health nursing, and a career in executive management 

in health.  The manner in which you have synthesised 

your expertise in your practice at the bar, has enabled 

you not only to represent your clients most effectively, 

but to make a significant and systemic contribution as 

counsel assisting commissions of inquiry.   Your blend 

of expertise will also be of immense benefit to this 

Court.  
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 Magistrate Hughes, you are no stranger to hard work, 

having been a member of the Queensland Civil and 

Administrative Tribunal for the last ten years where 

you have presided over more than 5,000 hearings.  

You have been a generous supporter of the 

Queensland Law Society, serving on our committees 

prior to your QCAT appointment, and contributing to 

Proctor since.  You are also a generous supporter of, 

and leader in, community organisations.   Those who 

know you, know your personal story of resilience, your 

dedication to education, and your absolute 

commitment to removing barriers for others, including 

barriers to access to justice.  

 
 Each of the six Magistrates we welcome today can 

take justified pride in their professional achievements.  

The Queensland community, can take pride in the fact 

that six such professionals are willing to serve as 

Magistrates right across our State.   It is an onerous 

responsibility you each accept.  You can be assured 

of the support of the solicitors of Queensland, and we 

wish each of you success.  

 
 May it please the Court. 


